
Sister City Tour - January, 2014

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6NvWOKGNnA


Who are We?

Diane Steigerwald | David Thomas
Kathy Raynier | Danny Pneuman



Who are You?

• Traveled or lived in Latin America?

• From Latin America?

• From Venezuela?

• Traveled in or from other third world countries?

• Yet to travel outside the US?



Background on Latin America

• Spanish Colonies (free 1800 – 1829)

• Venezuela Declared Independence in 1810

• A System of wealthy landowners dominated 
economy & politics

• Repression of indigenous populations the norm.

• Poverty, land reform, human rights and democracy 
are historical and current issues.

• History of US backed repression and coups



Background on Venezuela
• 1929, oil discovered – developed middle & upper classes

• 1989 -1993, Perez regime, corruption and repression 
Chavez joined 1992 coup to protest shooting of citizens.

• 1994 further economic collapse & repression

• 1998 Chavez runs and wins on campaign for new constitution

• 2000 New constitution providing for “participatory democracy”

• 2002 “strike” and coup attempt.

• Reorganization of PDVSA and growth of social development 
programs.



















Official Sister Cities!

• First agreement in 2009, renewed March, 2014 by 
Milwaukee Common Council. 





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6NvWOKGNnA


Our Visit with Misión Sucre

• Social program for advancing adult education
• (one of over 20 missions or social development programs)

• Targeted toward most poor and marginalized













Support for Small Business 
and Artisanry

• Palo de Olor – Artisan Community
• Makes Traditional Musical Instruments

• Cooperative Agave Cocui farm and distillery
• Artisanal traditional beverage

• Bendri Cooperative Winery
• Traditional artisanal wines and innovator of efficient 

cooking methods

















El Sistema
• In operation for over 37 years

• Fights poverty using classical music training

• Now a worldwide organization in 31 countries

• Oversees 125 youth orchestras in Venezuela





Agua De Obispo
• Rural community outside Caracas

• They use Venezuela’s “Communal Council” Law

• 40,000 Communal Councils in Venzuela, 
part of Constitutional “Participatory Democracy”

• Promotes local control of public resources

• Sharing resources is an Indigenous tradition

• Strong participation from women and youth





































The Mayor’s Office

• A lesson in Venezuelan Civics

• Mayor, Edgar Carrasco, Re-elected in Dec. 2013

• State of Lara has 9 municipalities.

• Carora is seat of Torres municipality, 27,000 sq. miles

• Communal councils are very active and supported in 
the municipality.











http://youtu.be/L6NvWOKGNnA?t=2m43s






Press Conference and Radio Venceremos
• About 40 community activists met with us

• Shared their individual stories

• They also wanted to hear from us!

• Community Media outlets were over 450 in 2007

• Cannot have party officials or military on their boards











Ruta De Café
• Visit to Madison’s sister city of Senare

• Visit to Coffee factory “Café de Guapa”

• Governed by Comunal Council



















































Visit to the 
Tribunal Supremo de Justicia

(TSJ – Supreme Court)

• Six chambers for different 
bodies of law

• 5 Judges in each, 
7 in Constitutional Chamber

• 32 judges total

• Chambers include Electoral 
and Administrative Law

• Appeals courts for Criminal, 
Social and Civil Law









For a copy of this presentation:

• venezuela.thomerwald.net

• or give us your email address

• For class presentations: just ask.


